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OPEN LErrER TO THE LEADER OF MANCHESTER CITY COUNCIL 

To Sir Richard Leese, 

Manchester City Council 

Town Hall 


8 August 2011 
Dear Sir Richard 

As the chairs of two local charities, we are writing jointly to ask Manchester City 
Council to review its decision to reduce services to the disabled and to older 
people. 

With fuel and food prices going up and with the possibility of another harsh winter 
we are concerned as to the impact of the reduction in services on the 
disadvantaged people we work with in the community. 

In spite of all the improvements in the City, it is of great concern that the life 
expectancy statistics for Manchester are still poor in comparison with other area in 
the UK. For example a 60 year old man living in Manchester has a lower chance of 
living until he reaches 75 than in any other part of England or Wales; and the 
comparison for Manchester's women isn't much better. 

We all have an aim to reduce dependency but many of our most disadvantaged 
and older residents can only live a normal life with a great deal of support and care 
from others. We all know that preventative services reduce admissions to long 
term residential services which are a huge cost to the wider society. 

We are very aware of the financial position of local authorities and the constraints 
that have been put upon them, however we believe that these reductions could be 
a very false economy. 

The charities are particularly worried that some of the council ideas as to how they 
will reduce services, for example fewer visits and the use of assisted technology, 
will result in services that may not be sufficient to maintain people in their own 
homes. For example many of our older people experience a great deal of social 
isolation. Fewer visits and remote support will not help. 

We ask you to: 

• 	 Fund support for substantial as well as critical needs 
• 	 Fund individual budgets at a level sufficient to maintain a normal lifestyle, 

including engagement with the wider community 
• 	 Safeguard the support for unpaid carers 

All Manchester's residents should continue to have the opportunity to contribute 
to the life, diversity and vibrancy of their communities. 

Annette Baker Stuart Murray 
Chair Chairman 

Manchester Carers Forum Age Concern Manchester 

24 Mount Street 24 Mount Street 
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